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A Blessed Christmas To You
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
111 Oenoke Ridge    

 New Canaan, CT 06840
203.966.4515  •  www.stmarksnewcanaan.org

It is our hope and prayer that while you are here, you 
will be touched by the Spirit of the living Christ and fed 
by the grace of God.

We worship according to the rites of the Episcopal 
Church in the Book of Common Prayer. We experience 
the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, and we encourage all baptized persons 
who are seeking a deeper communion with our Lord 
and with one another to share in the mystical food of 
the Eucharistic feast. If you are not yet baptized or if 
for some other reason it is not appropriate for you to 
partake of Communion, please come forward for a 
blessing. You may signal your intention to the priest by 
crossing your arms.

The sacrament is distributed under the forms of both 
bread and wine. To receive the wine, you may drink from 
the common cup. We encourage baptized children to 
partake of Holy Communion because the sacrament is 
formative to all, regardless of one’s ability to understand it.

We invite you to make St. Mark’s your holy home, and 
hope you will join us as we seek a deeper life in Christ, 
a more holy communion with one another, and a greater 
love for the world. By the grace of God, we are engaged 
in a mutual ministry in which members give of their 
time, talent, and treasure for the love of Christ through 
our church.

Please help us to help you.
Speak with a member of our clergy: Father Peter, 
Reverend Elizabeth, or Father John. You may also visit 
our website at: www.stmarksnewcanaan.org, or call the 
Church Office during the week at 203.966.4515.

May God bless you.

The Reverend Peter F. Walsh
Rector

Cover Art: “The Mystic Nativity” (1501), 
Sandro Botticelli, London National Gallery



                               Clergy                         Organist-Choirmaster

            The Reverend Peter F. Walsh, Officiant               Ned Tipton
            The Reverend John Kennedy, Celebrant
            The Reverend Elizabeth Garnsey, Assisting         
    

Gathering Music                        
   Organ and Brass                            In dulci jubilo                           Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)

Arr. E. J. Tipton

The Word of God
The People stand, as they are able, and sing. 

The Processional Hymn

A Service of the Holy Nativity
on the 

Eve of Christmas
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The Christmas Acclamation
The People remain standing, as they are able.

Celebrant       “Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people;      
     for to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.      
     And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths     
     and lying in a manger.”
People     Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
     which the Lord has made known to us.

Celebrant     Glory to God in the highest;
People     And peace to his people on earth.

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.
People     And also with you.

Celebrant     Let us pray.  
     O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
     Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
     perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
     one God, in glory everlasting.
People     Amen.

A Pageant of the Nativity
The People are seated throughout the pageant and join in singing the hymns. 
Please keep aisles clear for all pageant players and live animals.

Messianic Prophecy
The prophets foretell the coming of the Christ child.
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The Annunciation to Mary
The Archangel Gabriel speaks to Mary and tells her of Jesus’ birth. Mary consents to God’s gift.

The Annunciation to Joseph
The Archangel Gabriel appears to Joseph in a dream and convinces him to take Mary as his wife.  
They will name the child Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.”

Visitation and Birth of the Baptist
Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth, who is overjoyed to discover Mary carries the Messiah in her womb.
Later, Elizabeth gives birth to John the Baptist, the prophet who will herald the coming of Christ.

The Long Journey to Bethlehem 
Caesar Augustus issues a decree that all the world should be enrolled. 
Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem and search for a place to stay.

The Stable 
Several animals enter the innkeeper’s stable to find Mary and Joseph staying there.

 Solo                               A stable lamp is lighted                                       David Hurd (b. 1950)

Mary Petro Noonan, soprano

 A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky;
the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry, and straw like gold shall shine;
a barn shall harbour heaven, a stall become a shrine.
 
But now, as at the ending, the low is lifted high;
the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.
And every stone shall cry in praises of the child
by whose descent among us the worlds are reconciled.

     (Words, Richard Wilbur, 1921-1917)
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Shepherds and Angels
The shepherds and angels honor him with their praise.

The Birth of Jesus
Jesus is born in Bethlehem.     



A Living Icon
Christ continues to be born in our hearts.

Narrator   The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
People       and all flesh shall see it together.
Narrator   Arise, shine, for thy light is come, 
People       and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
Narrator   For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
People       and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
Narrator   and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
                the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

The narration continues. The children will return to their pews after the Peace. 
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The Gifts of the Magi
A bright star leads three kings from other nations to Bethlehem.
They offer the Messiah gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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The Holy Communion 
The Offertory              
Choir and Brass             See, the dawn is breaking, sleeping shepherds waking   Music by Thomas Morley (1557-1602)

Arr. Mark Schweitzer (1956-2019) and EJT

See, the dawn is breaking, sleeping shepherds waking. Fa la la. Unto us is given God’s own Son from 
heaven. Fa la la. And is it very far to Bethlehem’s yonder star? Cold and afraid we may be as we go to see 
the baby. The maiden calls us near him, and there with the beasts revere him. Fa la la. What offering can 
we bring to give the little King? A coat of fur to warm him and a little lamb to charm him. Fa la la.

The Peace
The People stand, as they are able.

Celebrant            The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People                  And also with you.

Announcements
New to St. Mark’s or Visiting 
and interested in learning more? 
Please scan the QR code and 
help us connect with you.

To give to St. Mark's 
please scan the QR code. 
We thank you for 
your generosity.



The People stand or kneel, as they are able.

Celebrant    All glory be to you, 
                our heavenly Father, 
                who, in your tender mercy, 
                gave your only Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
                to be born for us of the Virgin Mary his mother.
                Gathering into one things earthly and heavenly,
                you were pleased
                through him
                to reconcile all things to yourself,
                making peace through the blood of his cross.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The People stand, as they are able.

Celebrant            The Lord be with you.
People                  And also with you.
Celebrant            Lift up your hearts.
People                  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant            Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People                  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds.

Celebrant             It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
                            always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
                            Father Almighty,
                            Creator of heaven and earth.
                            Because by the incarnation
                            of your Son Jesus Christ
                            you have restored us in your image
                            and given us grace to become your children.

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing



                On the night before he died for us,
                our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
                and when he had given thanks to you,
                he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
                “Take, eat:
                This is my Body which is given for you.
                Do this for the remembrance of me.”

                As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
                and when he had given thanks,
                he gave it to them, and said:
                “Drink this, all of you:
                This is my blood of the new Covenant,
                which is poured out for you and for all
                for the forgiveness of sins.
                Whenever you drink it,
                do this for the remembrance of me.”

                Remembering now his life, death, and resurrection,
                we bring before you these gifts.
                Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
                to be for your people the Body and Blood of Christ.

                Sanctify us also,
                that we may faithfully receive this holy sacrament;
                and bring us, at the last,
                to that heavenly country where 
                with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
                Saint Joseph, the shepherds, 
                the wise men, and all your saints,  
                we may be brought to our perfection 
                by him through whom all things were made, 
                your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

                Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
                in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
                to you be honor, glory, and praise,
                for ever and ever.
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The People remain standing or kneeling, as they are able.

Celebrant    And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
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The Ministration of the Sacrament
The People are seated as the congregation receives communion. Following the direction of the ushers, please make your way 
to one of the two standing stations at the main altar or to the station at the chapel.

During the Communion: carols sung by all (seated), found in the blue Hymnal 1982:
                    79  O Little Town of Bethlehem
         115 What Child Is This?
                    89              It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
     

The Prayer after Communion              

The People kneel, as they are able.

Celebrant and People

     Eternal God, heavenly Father,
     you have graciously accepted us as living members
     of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
     and you have fed us with spiritual food
     in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
     Send us now into the world in peace,
     and grant us strength and courage
     to love and serve you
     with gladness and singleness of heart;
     through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Celebrant      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People                  therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

Celebrant            The Gifts of God for the People of God.

     Our Father, who art in heaven,
        hallowed be thy Name, 
        thy kingdom come, 
        thy will be done, 
           on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread.
     And forgive us our trespasses, 
        as we forgive those
           who trespass against us.
     And lead us not into temptation,
        but deliver us from evil.
     For thine is the kingdom,
        and the power, and the glory,
        for ever and ever.  Amen.

Celebrant and People
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Congregational Carol                                                    

The People may remain kneeling, as they are able. 

The Christmas Blessing
The People may remain kneeling, as they are able.
 
Celebrant    May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, 
     bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness from your path, 
     and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
People                  Amen.

Celebrant    May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, 
     fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
People     Amen.

Celebrant    May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth 
     and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor.
People     Amen.

Celebrant    And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
     and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
People     Amen.



The Closing Hymn                                                   
The People stand, as they are able, and sing.
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The Dismissal
Celebrant             Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People                  Thanks be to God.

Organ  Voluntary                         In dulci jubilo, BWV 729                              J. S. Bach (1685-1750)                                                  

We thank the children and youth of St. Mark’s Church 
for telling the story of the birth of our Savior on the holiest of nights.

Special thanks to pageant directors Jennifer Dalipi, David Park and our behind-the-scenes crew:  
Abigail Blades, Lynn Donahue, James Grohsgal, Scott Hobbs, Brian Hollstein, Deb Luchs and the St. Mark’s staff.  

Thank you also to volunteers: Callie Creighton, Carolyn Crisafulli, Brooke Fagan, Sharon Fry, Charlotte Halle, 
Wendy Hilboldt, Michaela Johnson, Jennifer Palmer, Ellen Pottharst, Marysue Rucci, Elizabeth Torrenzano, 
and Mayme Walsh.

We are grateful to Runabout Farm, Stamford CT, who have provided their rescue animals each year.
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10AM Christmas Day

Lector
Erik Luchs

Ushers
Tom Pettibone, Paul Reiss

10PM Christmas Eve

Lectors
Julie Brand

John Harrison

Ushers
Lynn Donahue, John Harrison
Suzanne Harrison, Paul Reiss

Acolytes
Heidi Neubohn, 
Charlie Daniels 

5PM Christmas Eve

Ushers 
Lynn Donahue, Zackary Crawford, 

Jack Donahue, Alex Duffee, 
Jill Ernst, Paton Larkin, 

Ellen McMahon, Kevin McMahon,
Bill Post, Paul Reiss, Eric Thunem, 

Ned Thunem, Pete Thunem

Acolytes
Michael Cantu Wilson Rothschild,

Teddy Volanakis

Worship Leaders

Sunday                  
8AM Indoor Holy Eucharist, Rite I    

9AM Outdoor Holy Eucharist, Rite II                    
10AM Indoor Holy Eucharist, Rite II and Live Stream

Monday—Friday 
Morning Prayer, Rite II  

8:30AM via Zoom

Worship & Prayer

The Adorning of the Church
St. Mark’s Altar Guild

The Greening of the Church   
St. Mark’s Flower Guild

Soloists of the St. Mark’s Choir
Mary Petro Noonan, soprano; Lydia Cseh Dahling, mezzo-soprano;

Trevor Scott and Ryland Angel, tenors; Kyle Gonyea, baritone

The St. Mark’s Fanfare Ensemble
Dylan Schwab and Alex Rensink (trumpets),  Frank Drugge (French horn), 

Jason Miller and Matthew Wozniak (trombones), Peter Hohmeister (percussion)

St. Mark’s Clergy and Staff

The Reverend Peter F. Walsh, Rector
The Reverend Elizabeth Garnsey, Senior Associate Rector

The Reverend John Kennedy, Associate Rector

Ned Tipton, Director of Music Ministry
Rob Schwartz, Digital Missioner
Jan Maynes, Director of Children’s Ministry
Prisca Spitz, Preschool Director 

Jill Sautkulis, Director of Operations
Beth Ralston, Director of Special Projects 
Nancy Walton, Director of Stewardship and Development
Ed Hill, Sexton
Edgar Gonzalez, Property Manager


